
Thank you for your support of the Discovery Elementary Read-a-Thon event. It was a huge success in
promoting literacy and the love for reading, and we also raised over $10,000. This money will directly
impact Discovery students in a positive way by offsetting field trip costs and purchasing additional books,
technology, and other items for student use. Thank you again for your continued support of Discovery
Elementary!  

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) testing will again occur later this spring for all students in
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade. We often talk about focusing on controlling what we can control and putting forth
our best effort in all that we do at Discovery Elementary. The MCAs are no different, and we tell the
students that for them, it is a celebration of all their hard work this year. The reality is that people both
inside and outside of the community may judge us by our test scores, so it is important for us to control
what we can and put forth our best effort in taking this assessment.

Below are the specific dates for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade MCAs:

April 16, 17, 18 - Reading MCA Testing          
April 23, 24, 25 - Math MCA Testing

Speaking of preparing our students for the future, AVID is an elementary through postsecondary college
and career readiness system designed to increase school-wide learning and performance. On page 3 of
this newsletter, you will find a visual of the recently adopted BHM Schools “Portrait of a Graduate”, which
includes essential skills categorized into Rigorous Academic Preparedness, Opportunity Knowledge, and
Student Agency. Discovery Elementary School, along with all BHM schools, is committed to ensuring that all
students have these essential skills, experiences, and opportunities upon graduation, regardless of what
options they may choose to pursue. At Discovery, we integrate AVID framework philosophy into our mission
and culture to provide outstanding learning opportunities for all students. We are excited to continue our
learning together so that we can be at our best every day when our best is needed to teach your children

Looking ahead to next year…..it will soon be time to begin the process of placing students in their multiage
classrooms for next school year. When placing students, numerous items/factors are considered. We feel
all of our teachers are very qualified and accommodating to individual student needs and that students
will do well in any classroom. Even though class assignments are the responsibility of the Principal, with
input from the teachers, we recognize that there are instances where a parent has a legitimate reason for
a request. Normally, we send out a request form to those who request it, but this year, we will adjust, and if
you feel you need to make a request, please feel free to reach out directly to me at
mnelson@bhmschools.org or call me at 763-682-8426. Your concerns and input will always be
considered; however, it may not be possible to accommodate all requests. The deadline for turning in
requests to Dr. Nelson is Friday, March 28th. After this deadline, we will not be able to make any
adjustments to the classroom placements.  

Please feel free to contact me if you ever have questions or concerns.  
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3-4-5 Recorder Finales- Wednesday, March 19th during student’s Music Class
K-5 Science Museum in House Presentation-Thursday, March 20th
K-8 Teacher Workshop- Friday, March 28th- No School
Spring Break- March 31st-April 4th- No School

Early Release- Friday, April 11th- 12:15p.m.
3-4-5 MCA Reading Testing- April 15th, 16th & 17th
All School Enrichment Hour- Friday, April 18th (Students get to choose an
enrichment class to attend with peers from grades K-5)
3-4-5 MCA Math Testing- April 22nd, 23rd, & 24th
School Bus Driver Appreciation Day- Tuesday, April 22nd
Scholastic BOGO Book Fair Week- April 29th-May 1st (Times TBD)
K-2 Minnesota Zoo Field Trip- Wednesday, April 30th

3-4-5 Choir Concert-Thursday, May 1st at 6:30p.m.
Early Release- Friday, May 2nd- 12:15p.m.
Staff Appreciation Week-May 5th-9th 
5th Grade MCA Science Test- Tuesday, May 6th
Memorial Day- Monday, May 26th-No School
5th Grade Track and Field Day- Friday, May 30th
3rd & 4th Grade Feed My Starving Children Field Trip- Friday, May 30th
5th Grade Celebration- 1:00p.m. in the Auditorium 
Last Day of School/All School Picnic- Thursday, June 5th

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 



We understand that time is precious and it might not
always work for you to go on a family vacation when school
is not in session.  We are able to mark family vacations as
excused absences if you let us know when they are
planned. There is a formal family vacation pre-approval
form in the office, or if you email the teacher and copy Dr.
Nelson (mnelson@bhmschools.org) into the message that
works as well for us to be able to mark those dates as
excused. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES FOR 
FAMILY VACATIONS

February “C” Students of the Month - Celebrate




